St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
The Mission of St. Stephen’s Church is to know, to love, and to serve Christ

The return of acolytes, Sept 26

_________________________________________________________________

The twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost, 10am
Year B, Proper 24: October 17, 2021
A NOTE ABOUT THE SERVICE
Worship in the Episcopal Church is taken from the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), which
has provided forms for regular worship in the Anglican tradition since 1547.
Our service this morning follows the order for Holy Eucharist (Rite II), including readings,
prayers, hymns, and the blessing of bread and wine that are for us a pledge and
remembrance of our covenantal relationship with Jesus. Your participation is expected and
encouraged, by means of listening, speaking, and praying with the gathered congregation,
with the whole Church throughout the world, and with the whole angelic host of heaven.
SUNDAY SCHOOL: OCT 17
Children are always welcome in every service at St Stephen’s. We offer regular Sunday
School for children in grades Pre-K through 5; and Nursery care for infants and toddlers.
Today’s Sunday School lesson tells the story of Daniel, who was faithful in the face of
religious bigotry, and was kept safe in the lion’s den.

Voluntary

Prelude and Fugue in a minor
BWV 559

Hymn

Presider
People

(1685-1750)

All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine

Opening Prayers

Johann S. Bach
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Book of Common Prayer (BCP), p. 355

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the Inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy
name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Presider
People
Presider
Presider

May God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the
nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading
Reader

Amos 5.6–7, 10–15

A Reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah.
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for
our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not
open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a perversion of justice he was taken
away. Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people. They made his grave with the wicked and his
tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for
sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days; through him the will of the Lord
shall prosper. Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find satisfaction through his
knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear
their iniquities. Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the
spoil with the strong; because he poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 91:9-16

Qui habitat

Anglican chant

Please listen as the choir chants the psalm

Because you have made the Lord your refuge, *
and the Most High your habitation,
There shall no evil happen to you, *
neither shall any plague come near your dwelling.
For he shall give his angels charge over you, *
to keep you in all your ways.
They shall bear you in their hands, *
lest you dash your foot against a stone.
You shall tread upon the lion and adder; *
you shall trample the young lion and the serpent under your feet.
Because he is bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver him; *
I will protect him, because he knows my Name.
He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; *
I am with him in trouble; I will rescue him and bring him to honor.
With long life will I satisfy him, *
and show him my salvation.

Sequence Hymn

O love of God, how strong and true

The Gospel
Minister
People
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Mark 10.35–45

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me
to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you
able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”
They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink;
and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right
hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them
and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among
you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever
wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”

Minister
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

Tom Fregoso

Nicene Creed

Enriching our Worship (EOW), p. 53
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The people stand and all say together

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People, Confession, and Absolution

Form III, BCP p. 387

The people offer prayers for the Church and the world.
Leader
People

Father, we pray for your holy Church throughout the world;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Marc, our Bishop;
and for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for Joseph, our President; Gavin, our Governor; and for all who govern and
hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

We pray in thanksgiving for the celebration of birthdays in this community during the past
week…
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives.

We offer prayers for members of our community, especially . . . and any others we now name
(please add your own petitions) . . . Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or
trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

We pray for all who have died, especially . . . and any others we now name
(please add your own petitions) . . . Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Presider
The people remain standing for the confession

BCP, p. 360

All

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake
of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight
in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Presider

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen

The Peace
We greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Presider
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Announcements & Offertory Sentence
After hearing a few announcements about parish life activities, we are invited to Holy Communion with a sentence from
scripture.
Presider

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
—Psalm 50.14

Offertory

Behold the Lamb of God
from Messiah

The Great Thanksgiving

G. F. Handel
(1685-1759)

Prayer A, BCP p. 361

The people stand and celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion together,
giving thanks to God and blessing bread and wine for sharing.
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Presider

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you
made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we
praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus

Presider

Holy, holy, holy Lord

Hymnal S 125

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when
we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and
offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

6

Presider

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may
faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at
the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
The presider invites the people to pray together

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread

Hymnal S 154

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept, and we sing together

Presider

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Receiving Holy Communion
Every person is welcome to receive Holy Communion. The presider will move through the congregation, offering each
person a portion of sanctified bread. If you would like to receive a blessing rather than the bread, simply fold your arms
across your chest to signal to the presider. Gluten-free wafers are available for those who desire them.

Communion Anthem

Hymn

On Eagle’s Wings

Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord
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arr. Hayes

Bulletin, p. 11

Post-communion Prayer
The people stand and pray together
Presider

Together, let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn

Sing ye faithful, sing with gladness

Blessing
Presider

Bulletin, p. 12
EOW, p. 71 (St Clare of Assisi)

Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you
as a mother. Go in peace to follow the good road, and may God’s blessing be with you always.
Amen.

Choral Benediction God be with you till we meet again

Rankin/Tomer

Dismissal
Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord!
Minister
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!
People
Voluntary

Hymn

Improvisation on FINNIAN

All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine
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arr. Langham

Hymnal 477
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Sequence Hymn

O love of God, how strong and true
Hymnal 455
Stanzas 1 & 2 before; 3 & 4 after
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Communion Hymn

Draw nigh and take the Body of the Lord
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Hymnal 328

Hymn

Sing ye faithful, sing with gladness
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Hymnal 492

Parish Life
TRUNK OR TREAT OCTOBER 31st, 4-6pm

Adult Parishioners: Sign-Up to host a "trunk" for the
kiddos!
● Enjoy seeing your community and the cute
trick-or-treaters
● Show your creativity and decorate your car (or not!)
● Bring a friend and a lawn chair to enjoy the fall
afternoon in our beautiful neighborhood
● Please plan to arrive with your car between 3:15 and
3:40 to set up and so we don't have cars driving in the parking lot while kids are walking
around
● Email Alison Eddy alison.eddy@gmail.com with questions.
Families with Kids: Come join us to "trunk or treat!"
● This is "open house" style. Arrive any time between 4 and 6 and "trunk or treat" as
much or as little as you wish.
● Hot Dogs will be served, so your little one can balance the sugar with some protein.
● We will also have some crafts and music.
● Please walk to the church or park on the street or in the upper parking lot. (If parking in
the upper parking lot, you will have to go back to the street to come down to the lower lot
or find the "secret path" behind the church.
We need candy donations! - please bring on Sunday mornings or drop off in front of the office after
3:30pm during the week!

Service Outreach
KIDS’ BIRTHDAY BAGS
Here’s a fun project for young and old: prepare a party-in-a-bag! It will be
given to a child who has a birthday while their family is receiving food
support from Monument Crisis Center. Here’s what you need:
●
●
●
●

Colorful gift bag; fill with
Cake Mix
Candles
Frosting

●
●
●
●

Balloons
Party Hats
Small Vegetable Oil
Party Plates, Cups, Napkin

Feel free to theme the party supplies by color, animal print or cartoon character.
Donors might prepare a gift bag, for example, to celebrate a birthday in their own family. If
you’d enjoy this project, you can turn the bag in to Betsy Donnelly or Tom Fregoso and we’ll
deliver it to MCC for you.
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MILK MONEY FUNDRAISER
Now through October 31, take a carton home and collect your spare change, or donate online to
Monument Crisis Center. Your gift will benefit families throughout Contra Costa County. Thank you!

UPCOMING SERVICE OUTREACH PROJECTS.
MCC THANKSGIVING AND CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES:
We will support these drives this fall. Thanksgiving shopping lists will be available starting November 4,
and food will be collected on Sundays November 7th and 14th. Details to follow!

WINTER NIGHTS ROTATING SHELTER
St Stephen's and Winter Nights
Family Shelter: Nov 29th - Dec 6th 2021
St Stephens volunteers will be able to serve at St John
Vianney's in Walnut Creek. Covid-19 protocols will
allow vaccinated volunteers to serve inside the
shelter. We can prepare meals, help with homework
and have activities for the kids.
Signups will begin October 17, after church.
Coordinators Ann Lawrence, Andie Sheets, Susie
White and Dan Swander will present more
information and answer questions during the next
Outreach Forum, October 24 after church.

Children, Youth, and Families
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
St Stephen’s offers nursery care for infants and toddlers every Sunday.
Sunday School is offered for ages Pre-K through 5th grade most weeks
during the school year. (A complete schedule for Sunday School is listed
on our website and can be obtained from the parish office). This week in
Sunday School we will be hearing the story of Daniel in the lion's den.
Daniel had to make a hard choice to obey God. Children are faced with
hard choices every day. How can we learn to make good choices? This
will be the focus of our discussion and prayer time. Contact Sunday
School Coordinator Tracie Nelson if you would like to help, or if you
would like to know more about the program: 925-254-3770 x.20 /
traciethomasnelson6@gmail.com

UPCOMING SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS:
October 24, When the sun and the moon stood still
November 7, Jonah and the Whale
November 14, Thankfulness
December 5, The Birth of Jesus
December 12, The Bright Star and the three visitors
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CHRISTMAS PAGEANT DECEMBER 19
It's not too early to start planning for the Best. Christmas. Pageant.
Ever. (Again!) St Stephen's welcomes children, youth, and adults to tell
the story of the birth of Jesus at our 10am service on the third Sunday of
Advent. (That's Dec 19 this year.) Stay tuned for details, but mark your
calendars and plan to be part of the occasion.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Scandia Mini Golf after church (10/17)
- we'll carpool over after the end of church & meet at approx.
12:30 at Scandia in Fairfield
- we plan to be there about 2 hrs
- after Scandia, we also plan to pick out pumpkins for Winter
Nights pumpkin carving
- Middle school and High School youth are welcome to
come...invite friends!
- We'll have lunch there.
- Bring $20
- Please let me know if you are willing to drive. Thanks!
Confirmation - Please email Tom (tom@ststephensorinda.org) for interest in an upcoming
Confirmation Class (HS youth only).

UPDATED CALENDAR:
Service Outreach Forum (10/24) - After church on the patio. Come learn about youth volunteer
opportunities.
Evening Youth Group (10/24) - Sunday 5pm JH & SH, Dinner and Games.
Youth Breakfast (10/31) - Halloween Breakfast at Jacks. Details TBD.
Trunk or Treat (10/31) - Sunday Afternoon. Halloween fun in St. Stephen's Parking Lot. Decorate your
car! Come help hand out candies to children!
Evening Youth Group (11/7) - Sunday 5pm JH & SH, Dinner and Games
Afternoon Youth Group (11/14) - After Church, going to play frisbee golf in Moraga + lunch (details TBD).
God Squad - Deanery Youth Event (11/21) - Drive in Movie, 6pm-ish. We'll go see the new Ghostbusters flick
(details TBD).
Evening Youth Group (12/5) - 4-6pm, Christmas Party! We'll head to Rockin Jump Concord. (details TBD)
Morning Youth Group Outing (12/12) - Breakfast, 8-930am, with Secret Santa!

God Squad - Deanery Youth Event (12/19) - Ice Skating after church! (Details TBD).

BRINGING BACK ACOLYTES!
We are looking for more acolytes to help out with Sunday services. Please email Alison Eddy
(alison.eddy@gmail.com) or Tom (tom@ststephensorinda.org) to be added to the list.
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SERVING TODAY
Presider
Music
Rev. Spencer Hatch
St Stephen’s Choir
Preacher
Tom Fregoso
Michael Langham
Assisting
MC Tom Fregoso,
Crucifer / POP - Charlie Twist
Altar Guild
Cindy Barber, JoEllen Peterson, Pat Salazar, Jean Wilkerson
Altar Flowers
The altar flower arrangement is given to the glory of God and
-

In joyful celebration and thanksgiving for our 36th wedding anniversary
by Ginny and Royce Paulsen
In loving memory of parents Ralph and Mozelle Martig by Patty Battersby

To donate flowers: Jan Spieth 330-7032, Lê Tran-Thi 386-0586

Bulletin
Sources used to create this bulletin include the Book of Common Prayer,
Enriching our Worship, and the Book of Occasional Services.
Hymns and service music are included in this bulletin, and come from the 1982 Hymnal.
ST STEPHEN’S VESTRY
Senior Warden: Betsy Biern
Junior Warden: John Donnelly
Clerk: Maggie Boscoe
Treasurer: Roy Elliott
Class of 2022: Betsy Biern, John Donnelly, Alison Eddy, Russ Taft
Class of 2023: Jo Ellen Peterson, Matt Rogstad, Bryon Sheets, Jan Spieth
Class of 2024: Maggie Boscoe, Scott Fife, Maria Hjelm

ST STEPHEN’S LEADERSHIP
Finance: Dan Swander
Parish Life: Jan Spieth & Scott Fife
Stewardship: Maria Hjelm
Service Outreach: Betsy Donnelly
Altar Guild: Janet Maimone & Cindy Barber
ST STEPHEN’S STAFF
Rev Dr Stephen Hassett, Rector
Michael Langham, Director of Music
Liz Haughey, Parish Administrator
Raj Velu, Sexton

Tom Fregoso, Associate for Formation
Tracie Nelson, Preschool Director
and Sunday School Coordinator
Heather Lawrence, Seminary Intern

FIND US ONLINE

FIND US IRL

Website: www.ststephensorinda.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ststephensorinda
Instagram: www.instagram.com/ststephensorinda

66 St. Stephen’s Drive
Orinda, CA 94563
(925) 254-3770
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